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APOLLO XI FIELD REMAINS CLOSED
Runway Dirt and Cracks Will Delay Reopening

Our Sepulveda Basin field will be closed over this weekend and through at least the middle
of next week, possibly longer. Four feet of water from last weekend's downpour left a heavy
coating of mud and debris on the runway, taxiways and pit area. Conditions have been
made worse by the rain we've had since. Volunteers are needed -- so is certain equipment.
Dave Sweany and Willie Gardner-- who have been directing the clean-up effort -- are asking
for available members to help at the field this weekend. Dave will be there starting at 8AM
on Saturday. He needs at least one gasoline powered pressure washer, along with flat shov-
els, brooms and few hoses. Dave reports there's approximately an inch of mud on the run-
way. What's more, the standing water and muck has opened cracks. The current plan is to
have a contracted street sweeper wash down the runway, probably on Tuesday. After that,
Dave says, there will be need for blacktop work to deal with the cracks. The work tables
that floated from the pit area all the way to the runway have been hauled back into position,
thanks in large part to the muscles of Gary Stevens. Strong thanks also go to Benny
Elkouby and Mike Billick.

| reported earlier this week that water reached the four foot level in the containers. The
good news is that most of Valley Flyers equipment in those sheds has survived, including the
generators. Oil changes revived them. The batteries are OK, but it remains to be seen if
the inverters are still functional.

Valley Flyers will be handling the cost of the cleanup... and any donations will be warmly
welcomed. The cost for the street sweeper alone will be several hundred dollars. If you
would like to make a donation, please contact Valley Flyers president Chuck Thompson.

To sum up: the model flying field will remain closed until at least the middle of next week.
Volunteers (along with a pressure washer, brooms, flat shovels and hoses) are needed at
the field. Dave Sweany will be there through the day tomorrow, Saturday, starting at 8AM.

Bob Tarlau

Public Relations
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Mike Lipsey

Newsletter Editor

Hello San Fernando Valley Flyers
membership and other readers of this
fine, upscale publication. This is a
special edition of the Valley Flyers
newsletter intended to get the word
out about some of the damage and
disarray experienced at the Apollo
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flying field during the rain storms
starting on March 19th, 2011. Even-
tually the flooding at the basin
reached around four feet deep. If
you take a look at a few of the pic-
tures with Willie showing the depth
reached pretty high. Our containers
were flooded causing some damage
to stored items. The runway has
been covered by a pretty significant
layer of silt. Through the remainder
of the week we have had continu-
ing lighter rains and hopefully that
will help wash some of it away. My
understanding is that the storage
container near the helicopter pads
did end up moved a bit. Along with
that movement there are some ta-
bles and chairs that floated around
and ended up in random spots
around the field.

Our field manager Dave Sweany
and his team of volunteers is work-
ing hard right now to restore the
field to flyable condition. Rest as-
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sured this restoration process is a
top priority of
ship.

Right now we are working to de-
termine the full extent of the dam-
age. Once that is established you
can expect a more complete up-
date in the next regularly sched-
uled newsletter.

Please contact Dave Sweany if you
would like to help with the resto-
ration efforts. Bring your shovel,
some work gloves and a good pair
of water proof boots.

Sincerely,

Mike Lipsey
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