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Upcoming Events  

¶ August 29th ð VF Fun Fly & 

Swap Meet  

¶ September 12th ðGiant Scale Fly 

In  

¶ September 26th ðValley Flyers 

Fun Fly / BBQ  

We need volunteers for each of these 
events! Remember, your participation 
brings with it credit toward the year 
end raffle!  

Michael Lipsey  
Newsletter Editor  

 
I canôt believe it is already Augustðthis 
year has really moved by fast. I want to 

bring up a couple of events that are 
coming up in the next few weeks;  

 

On August 29th we are  having another 

Valley Flyers fun fly and swap meet. 

Bring your plane and bring some stuff 
to swap and bring some cash too just in 

case. There is always good stuff that 
people need to relocate to make room 

in their garages for more good stuff. On 
September 12th we are hosting another 

Giant Scale Fly in so if you have some-

thing that is IMAA legal, which I believe 
is 80ò in wingspan or 1/4 scaleðbring 

it! And on September 26th we have our 
annual Valley Flyers Fun Fly/BBQðBob 

Smith is organizing this as he does 
most every year so you will want to let 

him know that you plan to attend so 
that he can plan for the food.  

 

RememberðNext monthôs meeting will 
be another version of the Micro Helicop-

ter Olympics. Weôre working on some 
adjustments to the competition so if 

you see me at this monthôs meeting let 
me know your thoughts based on what 

we did in June. Orðfeel free to send 
me an email, your feedback is wel-

comed and encouraged. 

 

Recently on the Internet forums I 

have come acrossðand Iôm sure you 
must have as wellða story of a full 

scale biplane colliding with a giant 
scale 3D RC Model as it was hovering 

over a runway. I donôt have what I 

would consider a óreliableô inventory 
of the events as the sources for this 

are postings on Internet forums. The 
youtube video however speaks for 

itself and really the whole thing is 
pretty shameful on everyoneôs part. I 

have been flying for almost 30 years 
now and I have never heard of some-

thing like this happening. I have 

heard that the FAA is looking into 
what happened. 

 

I notice a couple of things that were 

wrong, it occurs to me that the pilot 

was not flying with an adequate spot-
ter to really assist him in watching for 

obstacles, models and of course real, 
people carrying aircraft. I know we all 

know and understand that people 
carrying full scale aircraft ALWAYS 

have the right of way over our mod-
els. My own personal opinion is that 

we óborrowô the sky for our flying, full 

scale aircraft always have the right of 
way. 

 

Our field at the basin is very close to 

the pattern for Van Nuys airport. It 

even occurs on occasion that we have 
full scale aircraft in our airspace. It is 
critical to the safety of everyone in-
volved that we keep our airplanes out 

of the way of full scale airplanesð
even if they should not be where they 

are it is still our ultimate responsibility 
to do our best to make sure we are 

not where they are trying to be.  

 

Here is the link to an article about the 

incident which includes video: 

http://jalopnik.com/5617310/video -
crash-of-rc-plane-into-real-one-

sparks-dogfight-over-air-rights 

 

The original video has been removed 

from the youtube website by the user 
as of today. 

 

My ultimate point isðstay away from 
full scale airplanes. This pilot may not 

be 100% at fault ðin my opinion he is 
not at least but he shares a consider-

able amount of responsibility if he did 

not ask the right questions about the 
where he would be flying and what 

the considerations for full scale air-
craft might be. We need to learn from 

this and be careful! 

See you at the field, 

-Mike Lipsey 

http://jalopnik.com/5617310/video-crash-of-rc-plane-into-real-one-sparks-dogfight-over-air-rights
http://jalopnik.com/5617310/video-crash-of-rc-plane-into-real-one-sparks-dogfight-over-air-rights
http://jalopnik.com/5617310/video-crash-of-rc-plane-into-real-one-sparks-dogfight-over-air-rights
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have made my life a little easier.   The 
most thanks go to Dan Ziliak, a fellow 
grillmaster, who made it possible for the 
show to go on when my injuries did not 
allow me to.  

 

The snack stand is a hard job, but I love 
it.  Itôs something I am able to do to aid 
the Valley Flyers and help fund the ongo-
ing projects we have at the field.  

 

So where am I going with all this?   Well, 
the injury part.   I injured my knee to the 
point where it is hard to walk (you may 

Hey, Campers!  Another fun-filled month 
is underway, and the summer is in full 
swing at the field.   Many of you have 
been out there flying the friendly skies of 
Van Nuys.  By the time you are reading 
this, weôve had a few great events under 
our belts, and the dogs and burgers have 
flowed like fineé.well, dogs and burgers! 

 

Our loss of Pat Ziliak a few months ago 
left not only a void in our lives and the 
lives of his family, but also left a big void 
in my life, as well.   He was a great friend 
and I will miss him for many reasons, not 
the least of which is his incredible knack 
for helping me run the snack stand.   As 
few of you now know (because you have 
helped me get the thing set up) it is a real 
job to get ready for a weekend, for either 
a one- or two-day event.  For those of 
you who donôt know, it takes about 4-5 
hours on a Friday to get all the provisions 
together, as no one store has everything 
we need in one place! 

 

The folks who have helped out not just 
me but the club at the snack stand de-
serve a special thanks from me and the 
club.  Mario, Candy, Gil, and Frank, you 

Lost and Found  

Tony  di Leo  

On a beautiful Saturday afternoon I was 
helping a group of UCLA students fly their 
Multiplex Twin equipped with an Autopilot to 
programmed waypoints when the plane 
strayed from the planned course and disap-
peared in the sunlight towards the golf 
course. 

We had no idea how far the plane had flown 
and were trying to figure out what to do. 
John Enos decided to put is keychain camera 
on the wing of his T -28 and fly around the 
golf course hoping to get a glimpse of the 
lost plane, 

he downloaded the video to his Laptop and 
low and behold he spotted the plane next to 
a large bush, with that information the stu-
dents retrieved the plane and all the equip-
ment.    

This is another example of a modeler coming 
to the rescue of fellow modelers with a sim-
ple tiny camera to spot a lost airplane!  

Tony di Leo 

Ricc Bieber , Hospitality 
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have seen me limping around) and darn 
near impossible to stand in one place for 
very long.  My doc thinks it is serious 
enough that he made me get a perma-
nent handicap placard.  I am more hope-
ful, however, and think Iôll be better in 
time.  But in the meantime, I have to 
send out the plea for more help.   I know 
that Iôm nuts in doing this job for over 15 
years, and donôt expect anybody else to 
be as crazy as me, but it would be nice to 
get more of you involved with ALL the 
aspects of running the events, not the 
least of which is the snack stand. 

 

I would be happy to train you in what I do 
for the club, as I am sure that others who 
have specialized in their areas of expertise 
would be as well.  This is what makes our 
club one of the best in the country!  

 

See you at the next events!  We have a 
couple of fun flys and the BBQ coming 
up.  Keep an eye out for more info else-
where in this newsletter.  

 

Until thenðFlaps Up! 

 



Campaign Statement from Lawrence Tougas  

Greetings,  

 

I want to thank your Club Officers for providing me with the opportunity to present myself to you, so that you can  

make an informed decision when you cast your vote for AMA District X Vice-President this September.  

I was a candidate in last yearôs District X election. I ran against our interim Vice-President Jim Giffin, who had  

been appointed by outgoing District Vice-President Rich Hanson. A lot of people told me I was crazy to run against  

the establishment; that there was no chance of breaking into the AMA Leadership as an outsider. Well I guess they  

were right because Jim won the election, but it turned out to be the closest election not only in the history of the  

District but in the entire history of the AMA which is something I am proud of. When the votes were tallied in a  

District with 28,000 members there was a 34 vote difference between Jim and I. It was a virtual tie but as Iôve told  

everyone those 34 votes did count and Jim was our new VP and I wished him all the best.  

Normally Jim would be serving his three year term, but sadly one month into his term Jim passed away. We are now  

conducting a special election to determine who will lead District X.  

I feel I am the best qualified candidate to serve as your Vice -President and I would like to give you some  

information on my background, goals, and the critical issues affecting the AMA as well as how to keep in touch with  

me so that you can decide for yourself who is best suited to be the next District X Vice -President.  

 

Background  

I have been a Design/Project Engineer for 23 years in the Aerospace Industry. I have worked in the Defense Indus-

try,  

and am currently working at a major domestic airline. In Defense I designed parts for two missiles used in the ñStar  

Warsò program, and produced parts for the Space Shuttle as well. In the airline industry on the maintenance side I  

have been the Primary Engineer, on flight control systems, aircraft interiors, and aircraft structure. On the  

Operations side I was the Operational Engineer on a wide-bodied aircraft, and as such worked with our Chief Pilots  

to maintain and modify the aircraft flight manual used by all of our pilots. During my career I have worked a number  

of long-term projects that required supervising multiple participants to ensure project goals and time lines were  

PAGE 3 THE VALLEY FLYER APRIL 2010 



met. I believe that translates directly in to skills that an effective District Vice -President would need.  

In addition I have owned and operated my own Video Production Company and understand the skills need to be a  

successful entrepreneur. I know how to market my products, which I think are the skills that our local clubs need to  

employ to market themselves to their communities to win and retain flying sites.  

Iôve been modeling since I was a child. Iôve built and flew free flight, control line, and radio control models.  

Iôve spent my whole life enthralled by all aspects of aviation. It was this love of aviation that prompted me to  

secure a Bachelorôs of Science in Aeronautical Engineering from the University of California. I also have a  

Commercial Multi-Engine Pilotôs License with Instrument Privileges.  

Goals  

There are three primary goals that I will pursue as your District X Vice -President. First is to help clubs keep and  

obtain new fields. Next is to leverage the power of the Internet to cover District events and issues of interest to  

the membership. Last and certainly not least I would like to develop an AMA owned field in District X for the  

benefit of our membership.  

 

Flying Fields  

 

Modeling begins and ends with a place to fly. That is why my top goal will be to help keep and find new fields.  

Modelers are a self-reliant group who typically handle all of their needs amongst themselves without asking for  

others to help. We need to not be hesitant to ask for support. We need to build ties with our community.  

My ideas about helping clubs in this area revolve around being proactive. I believe the most important Officer in a  

club is not the President or Treasurer, but the Community Relations Officer. If your club doesnôt have one you  

should seriously consider electing one. This position would be responsible for your clubs dealings with your  

neighbors and if youôre on public land the entity that controls it or on private land, your landlord. This person  

should be a real schmoozer, someone who has the ability to charm our neighbors and the decision makers who con-

trol  

our fieldôs futures.  

Having a Community Relations Officer puts one name and number in place for your neighbors to contact if they have  
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concerns. This person could organize your Community Appreciation day. One club in District X the Livermore Flying  

Electrons goes around the surrounding neighborhood knocking on doors and leaving fliers inviting their neighbors to  

join them at their field. While there they serve a free lunch and provide demonstrations as well as opportunities  

o try flying on a buddy box and simulators. The LFEôs have reported to me the great success theyôve had because  

they got out, knocked on doors and made the first move to introduce themselves.  

The Community Relations Officer would issue press releases to alert your news outlets of the positive actions your  

club has accomplished and events the public can attend. Recently the Trabuco RC Flyers in Orange County California  

had a community day and it was covered both before the event and after the event by the Orange County Register. 

This  

is a Pulitzer Prize winning newspaper that is one of the most significant in Southern California. The reason they  

were covered was because they made it a priority and they kept in constant contact with a reporter at the paper,  

their hard work paid off.  

Perhaps the most important thing your Community Relations Officer would do is maintain the clubôs relationship with  

your public officials that control your land or a landlord on private land. This is an election year. In many parts  

of our District the Decision makers that control your field are up for election. Clubs can do several things to take  

advantage of the opportunities that this presents. Many times we feel that the only thing that we can offer a  

candidate is money, while it is true that money talks we also have a valuable resource, manpower. Running a  

local campaign takes a lot of volunteer manpower and we should be aligning ourselves with candidates that are  

friendly to our cause and help elect them. They need people to put up signs, go door to door asking for votes and  

leaving literature and manning phone banks calling voters asking them to vote for the candidate. If your club can  

deliver that kind of help the Official will remember it and take your call when you need to talk to them and be  

sympathetic to you when others raise issues about your field.  

Many clubs run fund raisers, why not choose a charity that is important to your public officials or landlord and  

involve them in the pictures and press releases detailing the money raised or help provided. If we are going to help  

our community we should double up by selecting a beneficiary that our fieldôs decision makers support.  

Find out the Birthdays of these decision makers and acknowledge them with a card from the club. Another way to 

keep  
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in touch is to take them out to lunch on an on -going basis as a friendly informal meeting, not necessarily to bring  

up issues each time but to just keep an open line of communication. If you have a Christmas banquet you should  

invite the decision makers and their significant others to be guests of the club.  

I have a lot of ideas in this area and it is one of the reasons I want to move coverage of events from our District  

X column in the magazine to the Internet and use the magazine space to discuss the techniques that clubs have 

found  

successful to protect their fields.  

 

The Internet  

 

We can do a better job of covering District events than we currently do in the magazine column. Last year while I  

was campaigning I pointed out the opportunities that we were missing by having such a static website for District X,  

and how we could better cover events on the Internet. I discussed how the Internet gives us unlimited space. We 

can  

publish color photos, and even video of the events. Imagine a District wide mailing list that alerts members when  

new information is published. A club could have a weekend event, write it up Sunday night and it could be on -line  

Monday morning for members to read with their morning coffee.  

The District X establishment did nothing of mention regarding the Internet until they came within 34 votes of losing  

their control over the District. Suddenly we have a newsletter. I think itôs well produced and a good read but you  

have to ask yourself, if it didnôt exist until the closest election in AMA history happened; what is their long-term  

commitment to it? I believe its primary purpose is to campaign for the election and when the election is over it  

will die out.  

 

I have demonstrated I am firmly committed to use of the Internet. For over a year Iôve been  

publishing my own site; http://ama -district-x-election.blogspot.com/ As your District Vice-President I will publish  

a similar website covering past District events, alerting members to upcoming events, create a District Hall of Fame  

to give the many deserving members of our District who go above and beyond the recognition they deserve. We can  
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publish building and flying articles and use it as a call to arms when one of our clubs is threatened. Members will  

be able to subscribe to email alerts that will tell them when new articles have been published so they can read  

about them as soon as they are on-line. The possibilities are literally endless, and I look forward to doing much  

more than has been done in the past and in a more timely manner than what we are currently doing.  

 

West Coast AMA Flying Site  

 

I believe that the majority of our members should have access to an AMA owned and operated field like the one we  

have in Muncie Indiana. Past District X Vice-Presidents have championed a West Coast Flying Site, I believe it is  

time to take up the task and work until we have a site District X members can enjoy.  

If we set a criteria that, say 75% of a Districtôs membership should be within a 2 day drive of an AMA owned  

facility, and we define a 2 day drive as 10 hours each day, certainly long but doable letôs take a look at what we  

have now.  

 

Using Google maps with Muncie as our destination here are the drive times between various cities in Districts I -IX.  

Starting with Denver and moving around the map clockwise we have Denver at 18:46, Rapid City SD. 18:12, Bis-

marck  

ND.17:55, Minneapolis, MN. 11:19, Milwaukee, WI. 5:48, Detroit, MI. 4:09, Buffalo, NY. 7:38, Boston, MA. 14:44,  

Bangor, ME. 18:21, Philadelphia, PA. 10:29, Greenville, NC. 11:20, Charleston, SC. 11:57, Miami, FL.20:09,  

New Orleans, LA. 13:47, and Houston, TX. 18:13  

 

Now letôs look at Districts X and XI. Starting at Tucson, AZ. driving times are 29:00, Phoenix, AZ. 29:00, San  

Diego, CA. 34:00, Los Angeles, CA. 34:00, Las Vegas, NV. 31:00, San Francisco, CA. 37:00, Eugene, OR. 38:00,  

Seattle, WA. 36:00, Billings, MT. 23:40, and Salt Lake City, UT. 25:00.  

 

I have not decided where our AMA West flying site should be, in fact Iôve said before that a group of modelers  

working on the question taking into account geographic center of the district, population center of the district, a  
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welcoming city, accommodations for visitors and more should be considered. That being said letôs compare the  

District X, and XI cities to the city chose last time this effort was pursued, Visalia, CA. The driving time from  

those same DX and XI cities to Visalia are, Tucson, AZ. 11:01, Phoenix, AZ. 9:04, San Diego, CA. 5:11, Los Angeles,  

CA. 3:13, Las Vegas, NV. 6:03, San Francisco, CA. 3:57, Eugene, OR. 11:02, Seattle, WA. 15:49,Billings,  

MT. 21:14, and Salt Lake City, UT. 12:34.  

 

So you can see most of the Midwest, Eastern Seaboard, and South is within our definition of a 2 day drive to Muncie,  

while none of the cities in Districts X and XI are. With the addition of only one additional site we can serve all  

AMA members in a more equitable fashion.  

 

We would have a site available to host major competitions, a portion of the Nats could rotate out to the west coast  

as has been done in the past, and large fun flys like the Joe Nall event would be possible. We would have a site  

that will be a capital asset for the AMA and since land is at a 10 plus year low we should see long term  

appreciation of this asset. As I meet members on my visits around the District easily 9 out of 10 people find the  

idea of an AMA West site exciting, and something that they would support.  

 

My opponent has stated that he will not push for a West Coast flying site. He even went as far as to call it a, ñBAD  

idea.ò To be honest with you I just donôt understand that way of thinking. This is something that the majority of  

members I meet feel is a good idea. They look at how they are limited by distance from using the Muncie property 

and  

see a west coast flying site as something to point to as a tangible benefit from the AMA, for the dues they pay. As  

your District Vice President I think it is a worthy goal and one I will pursue. Speaking of goals,  

Wayne Gretzky the famous hockey player once said, ñYou miss 100% of the shots you never take.ò As your District  

Vice-President this is one shot I will take for you.  

 

Critical Issues  
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Small Unmaned Aircraft System NPRM  

 

I want to touch on the Small Unmanned Aircraft System (sUAS) FAA rule making that has the potential to affect our  

sport. This is the most critical issue modelers have faced in over a decade; we need to marshal all of our assets to  

respond to the upcoming FAA Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM). As an Aeronautical Engineer a significant part 

of  

my job is responding to NPRMôs, we need to be prepared to demonstrate to the FAA that any alternate rules we  

proposed will provide the same or higher level of safety than the wording in the NPRM. I do not believe the FAA has  

any desire to harm modeling, in fact Iôm sure a higher than average percentage of FAA staff have been or are  

modelers themselves, but we need to be ready to respond. As your District Vice-President I will bring my experience  

to bear on protecting your right to enjoy modeling and pass it on to the next generation.  

 

Meeting the Members  

 

I have made it a priority to get out and meet with members all over our District. One of the advantages I have that  

helps me to travel the District is that I work for a major airline and enjoy employee pass travel privileges. This  

has allowed me to travel up and down California, as well as out to Arizona, and Utah. Iôve covered a lot of miles,  

including my upcoming trip to an event on Ford Island on Oahu, Iôll have clocked over 12,000 miles on the road  

meeting members. I will be at events in Nevada too before the election is over. Everywhere I go I hear the  

same thing, members simply are not meeting our District Vice -President and Associate Vice-Presidents as often as  

they would like. I am committing to continuing to travel the District as your Vice -President and I will meet with my  

Associate Vice-Presidents as soon as I am elected so that we can map out the major events in the District and build  

a plan so that myself or one of my Associate Vice-Presidents will be at these events to show the flag, meet the  

members and let you know that you do matter.  

 

 

How to Stay In Touch  
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There are several ways for you to stay in touch with me. First you can visit my website it is at;  

 

http://ama -district-x-election.blogspot.com/  

 

I send out an email discussing events I have attended or am planning to attend and items of note. It comes out 

about  

once a week to a growing number of District X members. If you would like to be added to the list please send an  

email to; AMADistrictXElection@gmail.com  

Finally I canôt do this all by myself, I need members who support me to represent me at their club. All you really  

need to do is bring up the subject of the election and let people know where they can find out more about me. You  

can share this letter with them and discuss the issues raised in it and let them know why you support me. The most  

important thing you can do is remind them to vote. Last year we had 15% of eligible voters return their ballots,  

that is high for an AMA election but we can and will do better this year. If you would like to represent me at your  

club send me an email and I will add you to a special email list that will allow you to receive election bulletins.  

Ultimately the members of District X will choose the candidate that they feel is best qualified to be elected. If  

the Members choose me I would consider it an honor to serve District X as their Vice-President.  

I wish you all the best, and may you have many safe, and happy landings.  

 

Sincerely,  

Lawrence Tougas  

AMA 232  

 

P.S. You will receive your ballot with your AMA renewal in September. The ballot is a post card that you simply  

detach, mark your choice and drop in the mail, it even has the postage on it for your convenience. Do not, I repeat  

do not send your ballot with your dues renewal they go to two different places and if you send your ballot with your  

dues your vote will be invalidated. Please cast your vote for Lawrence Tougas today.  
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