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Meeting called to order by Jason Pakfar at 7:30 
 

·  4 new members were introduced 
·  Jason reported on the heli event.  Although it was a hot 

weekend, the event cleared about $1500.  Next year the 
event may be moved to another weekend to avoid conflicts 
and perhaps get better weather. 

·  The Club is working with Parks & Rec for improvements to 
the electric and heli areas. 

·  The GSS Giant Scale Fun Fly went well. 
·  We are reminded that the E-plane area is for craft under 1 lb.  

Anything heavier must use the main runway.  Planes over- 
flying the pits are creating a hazard.  Reminder signs will be 
posted, and if necessary barriers will be put in place. 

·  Limited interest in Air Cruiser and Trainer racing may lead to 
replacement of those events, perhaps with war-bird races.  
Comment is solicited from the membership.  

·  The upcoming VF BBQ is October 21st.  Vendors ZAP and 
Cermark have been invited to set up a booth and run a clinic 
and giveaway.  Hobby People will do a booth.  

·  Jason reported the sheds had been broken into.  They took 
two club trainers.  We have new locks/keys.  Dave Sweany 
has further secured the trailers. Sam Gengo  made a police 
report which was recorded as a felony. 

·  Dave Sweany and Willie Gardner have been working on 
cleaning and organizing sheds. 

·  Ricc reported we now have lots of coffee items and we thank 
the member of GSS for their generosity. 

·  Jason Somes  told us about his midair at Reno and 
announced his retirement.  Further details are below. 

·  Jeff Nimit brought an electric powered Cermark F16. It is 
powered with 9 cells and two 3 1/2" fans in tandem.  

·  Jay Repogle brought in the new, 2 motor electric PBY by 
GreatPlanes. It comes pre-painted and looks very good. 

·  Jay Repogle and one other flier flew a electric fuel cell 
powered glider for 80 mi. for a world record (pending), and 
will be going for a fuel cell endurance record flight. 

·  Paul Parker brought a unique foam kit from a fellow in 
Pasadena for radical flying.  It looks like a cross between a 
plane, car and helicopter 

·  Jason brought a jet from Composite Arf with a tank in the 
fuse and a tank in the wing. It comes pre-painted with a 1 
piece wing.  It is also pre-hinged and the servo trays even 
has pre-drilled mount holes.    Jason is powering his with a 
JetCat 160 Titan.   

·  Scott Ramos showed a product called FliteSkin which is a 
very thin sheet of fiberglass.  He is using their .007" sheet to 
cover a Sig Four Star 40.   
FliteSkin can be found at www.fliteskin.com, and a generic 
version (G10) can be found in thicknesses down to .005" at 
http://k-mac-plastics.net/g10-fr4-sheets.htm 

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 
 
(Jason Somes is one of the best known and most loved members of 
the Valley Flyers, and a number of other groups.  And for a good 
reason.  He’s an outstanding person.  He’s also a very good pilot.  It’s 
hard to say whether it was his character that caused him to be saved, 
or whether it was his skill as a pilot.  It seems his opinion is that he was 
just lucky.  As happy as we are that he’s still with us, our condolences 
go out to the family and friends of Gary Hubler who perished.)  
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The Valley Flyers Board Meeting for October was called to order at 
7:30 PM by President Jason Pakfar.�

  
Board Members present included Jason Pakfar, George Finch, Ricc 
Bieber, Dave Sweany, Sam Gengo, Billy Edwards, Marv Zauss, Scott 
Ramos, Gregg Fullington, Eric Pacheco,  Fred Abajo, Gary 
Stevens, Clifford Sonnentag, and Barry Leavengood visiting. 
 
Gregg Fullington reports the Club is solvent, with $11,000 on deposit. 
 
Concerned were raised about the lack of a P.A. at the general meeting. 
It was agreed to investigate alternatives. 
   
Toys for Tots: We are advised that Darell Martin, the CD is moving to 
San Diego and it is unclear if he will be the CD for the annual Toys for 
Tots.  The Board will explore whether an alternate is required.   
 
Marv  suggested that we explore alternative catering /concession stand 
operations.  Currently Ricc Bieber has been very generous and 
accommodating with his time and considerable skill, but the club needs 
other alternatives should Ricc become unavailable. 
  
The Club inventory of air-worthy Trainers has dwindled.  Board 
members Ricc and Scott have offered to donate Trainers, but the 
Board will review the inventory and if necessary acquire additional. 
 
It was proposed that Trainer races be removed from the 2008 Event 
Schedule because of lack of interest.   
 
It was proposed and discussed that the 2008 Event Schedule include a 
war-bird race run under RC Pro rules.  Barry is familiar with this event 
and it is tentatively set for Feb 17.   We will solicit sponsor interest. 
 
Jason suggested and it was discussed that the club consider hosting 
electric events.  There is some question as to whether there is 
sufficient interest, but it appears there is some potential.  Members are 
invited to express their input. 
 
Gary reported 246 members. 
�
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM.�

  

 
It appears the other plane hit the pylon causing it’s left wing to hit  and 
break off part of Jason’s right stab during turn 1 at over 200mph.  It 
also twisted the fuselage, causing the canopy to come off and slice 
Jason’s right cheek and brow.  The wind blowing into the plane blew 
the fabric off the fuselage and it hung up on his left stabilizer. His plane 
pitched up to about 800 ft. vibrating violently due to damage to the 
engine mounts and prop.  Jason throttled back, pitched forward and 
saw with one eye a road in front of him and decided to try and make a 
landing on the road.  Seeing the runway, he then headed towards it. 
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With little pitch control, and seeing he was not going to be able to 
make a landing on the runway, he put the plane down parallel to the 
runway and landed at about 110 in soft dirt near a fire truck and 
ambulance.  Landing hard, Jason watched his landing gear bounce 
away in front of him.  When the plane came to a stop, he unclipped 
and went to turn the switches in the plane off, but they weren't there.  
He climbed out, took a slight stumble, catching his balance on the 
wing, and walked over to the ambulance.  Unfortunately the other pilot 
did not survive.  Two people on the ground were also injured by debris. 
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 Mr. Gardner "Office Space" 
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October Newsletter 
 
Well, it’s finally cooling down.  Fall is officially here!  At 
least that’s what the weatherman assured me.  Pretty 
soon, those 1 pound electrics just won’t be able to make 
it into the air at all, and we of the fuel persuasion will rule 
the air! HA HA HA!  Oh, sorry. It just took over. 
 
Besides the BBQ on the 21st of this month (Did you 
RSVP yet??), things will be pretty quiet until November 
10th, when we will have a Night Fly at the Basin.  Now, if 
you haven’t been to one of these, it’s really quite a sight, 
and a hoot to boot if you’re a pilot.  We will have pizza 
and soda for those of you who require the Great 
American Bachelor Dinner of Choice. 
 

December.  Remember December?  That’s the month 
when two things happen of supreme importance.  Well, 
one of them, at least.  Besides the Annual Valley Flyer 
Holiday Party at CSUN University Club on the 8th, there 
is GSS Toys for Tots on the 9th. 
 
For the Holiday Party, the cost is $25.00 per person, with 
the club taking up the rest of the cost (our thanks to 
you!)  We will have the Gift Exchange, bring a wrapped 
gift for Him, Her, or Them ( couple, NOT the rock group!) 
and you will be able to exchange for a similar gift.  And 
NO, we are NOT swapping!  Also, please also bring 
canned or dry food items that we can take to the Valley 
Alliance to be distributed to those less fortunate.  That’s 
really what it’s all about, isn’t it?  Please RSVP as soon 
as you can to me at ricc@bieberlc.com or call my office 
at 818-701-1548.  I await your call! 
 
That’s about it for this month.  Next month I will be 
harping about the Holiday Party some more, but in the 
meantime, get ready for the BBQ on the 21st.  It will be 
fun and you WILL have a good time.  Don’t forget to 
bring the family! 
 
Flaps Up! 
 
Ricc Bieber 
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